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8th November 2013, The Danish National Research Foundation‘s Centre for Textile Research
On the 8th of November 2013, the Workshop: Verbal and nonverbal representation in terminology was held at the Danish National Research Foundation‘s Centre for Textile Research, University of Copenhagen. The workshop formed part of the annual TOTh conferences, the platform for discussion of an international network of researchers from various scientific backgrounds, researching into the broad and diverse field of terminology studies. The focus of this one-day workshop was to explore the relations between concepts of verbal and nonverbal representation in textile terminology and design. The workshop brought together 14  researchers from disciplines spanning from ancient languages to modern design studies.
The workshop was opened by its organiser Susanne Lervad (Danish National Research  Foundation‘s Centre for Textile Research, Copenhagen). The first item of the workshop was a joint keynote presentation by the terminology specialists from the Centre for Textile Research‘s Textile Economy in the Mediterranean Area research network. They presented their projects - mostly funded by the European Commisson‘s Marie Curie programme - related to the study of ancient textile terminologies in a cross-cultural perspective from the Second Millennium BC to the First Millennium AD. Aspects of the textile terminology of the greek world were presented by Marie-Louise Nosch and Peter Flemestad, Matteo Vigo  the textile terminologies in the Hittite Empire, Salvatore Gaspa on Assyrian Languages. And Miguel Angel Andres Toledo presented his work on ancient Iranian and Zoroastrian textile terminology. Maria Teresa Zanola (Facolta di Scienze Linguistiche e Letterature Straniere, Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Milan) opened up the workshop with a talk on the study of a semantic shift in fashion terminology. Her case study on the change of meaning of terms describing garments between the 19th century and the modern fashion world demonstrated, how concepts and terminology are becoming increasing less precise in their meaning over time. Juan Antonio Prieto Velasco (Departemento de Filologia y Traduccion, Universidad Pablo de Olavide, Sevilla), discussed the problem of representing concepts through visualisation of terminology. His study on an illustrated dictionary highlighted the necessity of specialist knowledge for the understanding of certain signs and how one can deal with this asymmetry of knowledge.  Further Semantic uncertainties, this time in ancient greek terminology, were presented by Marie Papadopoulou (Academy of Athens, Research Centre for Modern Greek Dialects, Athens). She was able to show how concepts associated originally with a certain type of textile (Schema) can shift from the meaning of this actual textile to gestures and habits originally associated with this dress. Similar flexible semantics exist with the word and concept of design, as Hans Christian Jensen (Institut for Design and Communication, University of Southern Denmark, Kolding) explored the use of the word in contemporary Denmark. Starting as a word for industrial design after the Second World War, it suddenly entered the fashion world and developed into a complex concept with multiple meanings, which is hard to define. Dardo de Vecchi (Kedge Business School, Marseille) centred his thoughts more on the cognitive circumstances of verbal and nonverbal representation. The focus of his talk was the  knowledge required in order to encode the significance of symbols and their represented concepts. Christophe Roche (Laboratoire d‘Informatique. Systèmes, Traitement de l‘information et de la Connaissance, Université de Savoie, Chambéry) challenged the flexibilities of verbal concepts by a logical approach for the classification and representation of concepts through terminology in the development of international standard (especially ISO 704). Bodil Nistrup Madsen (Department of International Business Communication, Copenhagen Business School) combined the two approaches of classification of symbols and the logic approach in a case study of how nonverbal signs can be classified in databases. The final presentation communication was by Andrée Affeich (Faculty of Letters, Holy Spirit University of Kaslik, Joumieh) on popularised and semi-popularised verbal representation in technical discourse, with a comparison between Arabic and non-Arabic languages in the new media.
The workshop was closed by a brief presentation by Tove Mathiassen and Birka Bitsch (The Danish Costume group) who presented the current state of the textilnet.dk project. The scope of this project is to collect and compile a term-wiki about terminologies related to textiles in Denmark from the Early Modern to the Modern periods. Most of the work is based on notes and research results by early researchers such as Erna Lorenzen, Margrethe Hald and Ellen Andersen. The results of this project will be made accessible   on the internet in free open-access form. Additionally, Ana Maria Gentile (Universidad de la Plata, Argentina) presented a poster of her project Formalisation in psychoanalysis: terminology and translation questions.
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